Climate instability and the demise of the Greenlandic Norse
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THE NORSE SETTLEMENT MYSTERY

THE NORSE SETTLEMENTS TIMELINE
985 CE > Thrived >400 yrs > ~1300 CE > 1410 CE

THE QUESTION: What caused one of history's most striking examples of societal collapse?

PROPOSED EXPLANATIONS: Climate change, Sea-level rise, Economic isolation, Competition with
Inuit, Disease, Vegetation loss

OUR APPROACH: High-resolution multi-proxy paleoclimate reconstructionrom Narsaq Sound
sediment core (GeoB25206-2) including ancient environmental DNA.

NORSE REGIONAL AND LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECONSTRUCTION
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PROPOSED CASCADE OF COLLAPSE
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